
Letter to parents 

 

To the parents of students in the primary schools in Hafnarfjörður 

Unforeseen circumstances in our society call for changes to the structure of schooling. The changes will be 

considerable during the ban on public gatherings that has been imposed and comes into effect at midnight on 

Sunday evening. Inevitably, school activities cannot remain the same as before and new arrangements will be 

adopted temporarily as of Tuesday, 17 March. Monday, 16 March, will be a planning day in primary schools and 

only staff will attend. Later that day, each school will send parents further information on the implementation of 

schoolwork as of Tuesday. 

School principals in Hafnarfjörður’s primary schools have received detailed work plans for the implementation 

that will take effect tomorrow. The plans are specific for Hafnarfjörður primary schools and apply equally to all 

the schools and their staff within the town. The plan is based on the joint declaration issued by Samband íslenskra 

sveitarfélaga (Icelandic Association of Local Authorities) which the Office of the Education and Public Health 

Department of Hafnarfjörður took part in formulating during the weekend. In the schedule, an attempt is made to 

have as detailed information on the implementation of school activities during the ban on public gatherings as 

possible and to try to provide answers to as many questions as possible. Deviations from the basic criteria 

contained therein are not permitted. The schedule may only be adapted within each school according to 

circumstances. The schools’ employees will work on the arrangements tomorrow, Monday, and, by the end of the 

planning day, parents will receive from each school information on the manner in which the arrangements will 

affect their child/children. There are several aspects that we can mention immediately as regards what will 

happen in all the primary schools in Hafnarfjörður. 

• Each student will belong to a single group (class) in one classroom and will not go between classrooms or 

interact with other classes/groups. All arts and crafts classes will be put on hold – it is possible, however, 

that these classrooms will be used for a single specific group. Formal sports and swimming classes will be 

discontinued in sports halls/facilities. Students will not mix and the schools will be divided into quarantine 

units.  

• All students will have a reduced schedule, the extent of which will vary according to age, and the focus 

directed toward homework, more for older children than for younger.  

• After school centres will be open for children in grades 1 and 2 who are already registered but will also 

have reduced hours. 

• The schools’ dining area will be closed and students may not bring their own packed lunches. Everyone 

will receive food/packed refreshments at school in accordance with the number of hours spent in the 

school and will eat in their classrooms. 

Parents are to send notification of sickness or leave as usual and register such absences themselves in Mentor. 

Absence registrations must always be for a whole day and not specific hours within each day. In the event of long-

term illness, which is known at present, due to the special circumstance of the child, such information must be 

specifically sent to the school by e-mail. 

Likewise, parents are requested to respect the ban on entering the school building for the duration of the ban on 

public gatherings.  

The goal of all these actions which will be implemented in the primary schools in Hafnarfjörður is to ensure, to the 

extent possible, safety from possible infection. 

We thank you in advance for your understanding of these unheard-of circumstances that require such measures 

and look forward to positive co-operation between schools and homes in these special circumstances. Children 

need activities and structure under conditions such as these.  



 

Hafnarfjörður, 15 March 2020 

Office of the Education and Public Health Department of Hafnarfjörður. 


